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always secures its object, if only because even the sceptics who
discount the figures and calculations of the Soviet institutions
still have an impression that "the truth lies somewhere in the
middle." It may be said that to have created this impression
is one of the greatest successes of Soviet propaganda. M.
Herriot claims that his observations of the situation in Russia,
containing a denial of the existence of any famine., exemplify
the view that "the truth lies somewhere in the middle/*
contrasting them with the extreme views of other witnesses.
Indeed, it can be said that the thesis of "the truth lies some-
where in the middle" is to-day exploited by practically every
propagandist of Soviet Russian achievements, A most striking
example of the disregard of truth in making calculations for a
special purpose is the recent harvest statistics. But it is not
only statistics whose function it is to create the illusion that
Russia is a land of great achievements and successes. Much
more primitive methods are used for the same end. Thus
grandiose plans are launched to build unique hospitals and
civil institutions, and these serve as propaganda material be-
fore a stone has been laid. The following is a striking example.
On March 18,1934, Pravda contained an interview with Com-
rade Sadovsky, the director in charge of the construction of
the Institute of Experimental Medicine in Leningrad. The
director had now gone to America, accompanied by an im-
pressive staff, to travel about with gigantic plans for the building
of this institute. The report says that in New York the com-
mission met the world's greatest specialist for hospital buildings,
the Government commissioner for hygiene in New York, Dr.
Goldwater, This expert was consulted on the plan. Dr. Gold-
water thereupon stated that he could render an opinion "with
enthusiasm, and appreciation." There were no private persons,
no organizations, however powerful, and no governments
which could construct an experimental medical centre to rival
that of the Soviet Government. Never before had there been a
building of such dimensions. After printing this opinion, the